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JANUARY, 1951 Death Comes to Bishops Berle ond eee: 


Tke Most Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, Bishop of Pittsburgh for twenty-nine years, 
Month by Month with the N.C.W.C... 2 died pn ove 22 following a year's illness. The Most Rev. John F. Dearden, 
Father’ eae his coadjutor, succeeds as the seventh Bishop of Pittsburgh. 

a at Bishop Dearden, who was ordained te Rowe in 1932, was consecrated as 

Coadjutor of Pittsburgh with the right of succession on May 18, 1948. Prior 

The Celebration of Christian Marriage re nae oes he had been professor and later rector of St. Mary's Seminary, 

‘ eveland. 
hoe Under Biskop Boyle the Pittsburgh Diocese has grown until army it is the 
second largest in the country in Catholic population—805,699 souls. 
iaergportnnrs ae ethan In addition to the sdoulebitestion of 4 own diocese Bishop Boyle found 
swe dace (hae ak ‘time to serve the N.C.W.C. for fifteen years, beginning as a member of the 
—_ Administrative Board in 1928. His contribution to the development of the 

Press Department, of which he was episcopal chairman from 1930 to 1935, was 

considerable and far-sighted. Earlier he served as episcopal chairman of the 

Department of Education, and again, from 1937 until 1942, as episcopal chair- 

man of the Legal Department. 

Societies of Catholic Men and the His Excellency also was identified with the work of the Bishop’s War 
Council of Catholic Men— Emergency and Relief Committee and with the Committee for Polish Relief. 
Gary's 100th Holy Hous— On December 13 the Most Rev. George J. Donnelly, Bishop of Kansas 
President, N.C.C.M., elected City in Kansas died of a heart attack. He had administered the Kansas City 
to Council, 1.F.C.M. Diocese for the past four years. This diocese was known earlier as the Diocese 

of Leavenworth and was changed on the request of Bishop Donnelly, and the 

Nettenc! iaaieis 3 See moved to Kansas City. 

anna Prior to becoming Biskop of Kansas Gity in Kansas, His Excellency was 
In the Interests of Youth—The Auxiliary to the late John Cardinal Glennon of St. Louis and became adminis- 
. Catholic Womens, Her Duty trator of the archdiocese on the death of the Cardinal. His appointment as 
and Opportunity: Theme of Auxiliary Bishop came in March of 1940. 
DC.C.W. Convestions — Pro May the souls of Bishops Boyle and Donnelly rest in peace. 
Ecclesia et Pontifice. 


Holy Father Honors 
Archbishop Rohiman and Bishop Schlarman 
The Most Rev. Henry P. Rohlman, Archbishop of Dubuque, has been 
Text of the Apostolic Constitu- named by His Holiness Pope Pius XII as Assistant at the Pontifical Throne. 
tion by which is defined the The announcement was made by Archbishop Leo Binz, Coadjutor of Dubuque, 
dogma of faith that Mary, the who recently returned from Rome. 
Virgin Mother of God, bas The Most Rev. Joseph H. Schlarman, Bishop of Peoria, also has been 
been assumed into heaven in named by His Holiness as an Assistant at the Pontifical Throne. Bishop 
body and soul. Schlarman’s honor was announced by His Excellency Archbishop Amleto Gio- 
vanni Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the United States. 
CATHOLIC [ION extends congratulations to Their Excellencies, 
Archbishop Ro d Bishop Schlarman. 


New Auxiliary Named 
For Diocese of 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII has named Msgr. Maurice Schexnayder, pastor 

tn ll decile lites of the Church of St. Francis de Sales, Houma, Louisiana, to be Titular Bishop 
4. aed is Vien Casha Peahadiadl Malo: of Tuscamia and Auxiliary to Bishop Jules B. Jeanmard of Lafayette. ; 
, Bishop-elect Schexnayder completed his education at the North American 

CaTHoLic ACTION has granted per- College in Rome, Italy, and was ordained to the priesthood for the Arch- 
mission to University Microfilms, 313 diocese of New Orleans in the Eternal City on April 11, 1925. 
N. First Street, Ann Arbor, Mich., to Following ordination Bishop-elect Schexnayder has served his diocese as 
produce volumes of CATHOLIC ACTION curate, chaplain, administrator and teacher. 
in microfilm form. Sincere congratulations are extended to His Excellency. 
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Vol. XXXIII, No. 1 


Holy Father's 1950 Christmas Message to the World 


Below is an official English translation of the Annual Christmas Message of Pope Pius XI!1, broadcast 
to the world December 23, 1950. Ever more urgent is His Holiness’ plea for the defense of peace. 


I 
THE END OF THE HoLy YEAR 


A YEAR has already passed, Ven- 
erable Brethren, and beloved 
children, since last Christmas Eve, that 
memorable day when, amid the intense 
expectation of the Catholic world, We 
romulgated and initiated the great 
ubilee which has left a profound 
mark on the life of the Church and 
surpassed the most sanguine hopes. 


We still seem to hear, as if it hap- 
med yesterday, the blows of the 
ammer opening the sacred portal, 
that has been the spiritual goal of all 
nations, and to listen to the jubilant 
applause of the faithful which greeted 
¢ announcement. © 


At that moment the Angel of the 
Lord, as it were, sped from that 
sacred threshold to the four corners 
of the earth to marshal and escort to 
the common fatherland of the faithful 
the countless throngs of pilgrims who, 
yearning to be purified in the life- 
giving waters of penance, eagerly 
_— to bring about the great return 
and to win the great pardon. 


Today, the same Angel seems to 
say, as of old the Archangel said ‘to 
Tobias: “It is time therefore that I 
return to him that sent me; but bless 
ye God, and publish all his wonderful 
works. (Tob. 12,20). 

The word “end,” which the law 
of the present life imposes on all that 
is dearest and most sacred and on 
every event be it the most joyous and 
fruitful, shall be also written on the 
Holy Doors of Jubilee, leaving in our 
hearts a sense at once of supreme joy 
and of nostalgic regret, like to that 
which accompanied the three Apostles 
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as they came down from Mount 
Thabor. 

If it is right and fitting that we 
return thanks at all times and in all 
places to the Father, Giver of every 

and perfect gift, how much more 
ervidly tomorrow, when We have 
put the seal on the Holy Door, will 
there arise from Our heart and Our 
lips the thanksgivinz hymn which 
the voices of the Catholic world will 
chant in harmony with a special note 
of exultation, in a thousand different 
accents, yet with one sole sentiment. 


INCOMPARABLE MARVEL 


As We pause for the last time on 
the threshold trodden by the feet of 
so many pilgrims who came to seek 
their purification and pardon, there 
will be present to Our mind, as in a 
single vision, all the wonderful events 
of this truly incom le year, the 
grandeur and magnificence of the great 
liturgical functions, the invisible 
splendors, ever so much more beauti- 
ul, of souls renewed and sanctified 
in tears of repentance at the tribunal 
of penance, and in tears of love at the 
foot of the altar. 

We shall live again in thoughts of 
solemn canonization and beatification 
ceremonies, the living witness of the 
great achievements of human nature, 
strengthened by Divine Grace and of 
the numerous beneficient works to 
which the Church has given birth in 
every age. 

We shall hear again the irrepres- 
sible shouts of jubilation, the devout 
prayers and hymns whose enthusiastic 
chorus was re-echoed from the vaults 
of the Vatican Basilica, which, being 
unable to hold the ever-growing mul- 


titudes took on new dimensions, 
stretching forth the arms of its colon- 
nades to receive them. We shall see 
again in spirit Easter Sunday and the 
Feast of Christi, the evening 
of the canonization of St. Maria 
Goretti, the morning lit with an un- 
usual secret splendor when the dogma 
of the Assumption of Mary was pro- 
claimed. We pt once = the 
great processions 0: ance ro- 
Citation which Pl me through the 
streets of Christian Rome, the vener- 
able images of the Crucified and of the 
Virgin. 

There will crowd in u 
the memories of all congresses 
which have met to study the sacred 
sciences and problems of the aposto- 
eo the Se of Our discourses, the 
iving voice 0: the 
welll, the Pontiteal ae ad- 
dressed to such a great variety of per- 
sons, and especially the ical 
a ae oak Our exhortations 
to ergy, from which we expect 
the most frereful results. 


TOUCHING MEMORIES 


Our mind 





emotion 
the midst 
ple. 

No anxiety, no weariness was 
able to prevent Us from satisfying your 
earnest desire, or make Us omit Our 
meetings with you. To admit you into 
Our presence, or rather to expect you 
and to long for you, was more a need 
of Our heart than a of Our 
toral office. Every time 
saluting you, i 


time We descended into 
Our dear Christian peo- 


pF cag We bce it were, to 
t all your wor ra 
which you desired to have seg * sasamed 
Our hands in order to present them 
to Jesus. 

How We would have then wished to 
press all of you to Our heart, to 
make known to all how We returned 
tenderness with tenderness, and instill 
a word of confidence and of hope into 
ali your hearts—into your hearts espe- 
cially, beloved of Jesus and Ourselves, 
the poor and sick, who on some days 
formed the most beautiful adornment 
of the Vatican Basilica, and in whom 
We have always seen the richest and 
most precious treasure of the Church. 


THE DIsCOVERY OF THE TOMB OF THE 
PRINCE OF THE APOSTLES 


If, however, during the Holy Year 
the Confession of St. Peter in the Vati- 
can has been the witness and center of 
such impressive manifestations of the 
unity of Catholics of the entire world 
in faith and in love, the glory of this 
sacred place has been increased also 
in another respect: the excavations be- 
neath the same Confession, at least in 
as much as they concern the tomb of 
the Apostle (explorations which have 
been the object of Our thoughtful at- 
tention from the first months of Our 
Pontificate) , and their scientific exami- 
nation have been brought to a happy 
conclusion in the course of this Jubilee 
Year. In a very short time, a docu- 
mented work will be published which 
will bring to the knowledge of the 
public the results of these explorations, 
which have been carried out with the 
greatest care. 


This work has had most fruitful and 
important results. But the essential 
westion is this: has the tomb of St. 
eter really been found? To that 
estion the answer is beyond all 
loubt: Yes. The tomb of the Prince 
of the Apostles has been found. Such 
is the final conclusion after all the 
labor and study of these years. 
“A’’second question, subordinate to 
the first, refers to the relics of St. Peter. 
Have they been found? At the side of 
the tomb, the remains of human bones 
have been found. However, it is im- 


[4] 


possible to prove with i 
they belong to the body of the Apostle. 
This still leaves intact historical 
reality of the tomb itself. The im- 
mense dome rises directly over the 
tomb of the first Bishop of Rome, the 
first Pope. The tomb was origi 
very modest, but the veneration of 
centuries has erected over it, in a re- 
uence of architectural and 
artistic achievements, the greatest 
church in Christendom. 


II 


FRUITFUL RESULTS OF THE 
Hoty YEAR 


But the millions of = oe gathered 


here at the center of licity from 
the four points of the to take 

art in this world event of the Holy 

ear, to gain the Jubilee indulgence, 
to strengthen themselves in the cleans- 
ing of purification and sanctification, 
to draw with joy, from as — to the 
source as ible, graces from the 
Saviour's Pao (Is. 12, 3)—shall 
they perhaps be satisfied merely to 
return to their native lands as privi- 
leged ones among the hund of 
millions who have not been able to 
enjoy such a favor? Shall they merely 
relate to their neighbors the wonderful 
things they have seen? 

Shall they metely seek refuge in 
these happy memories from the grim 
realities of life, that were forgotten 
for a moment? No! Now they must 
be convinced of the mission which is 
theirs, an honor and at the same time 
a responsibility, to become among their 
fellow Christians, heralds and propa- 
gators of the spirit with which their 
hearts overflow. 


As a tree in the garden of the 
Father of the Family, the Holy Year 
has flowered magnificently. d if 
its flowers, at the year’s close, dro 
their s to the ground, it is only 
that the fruit may grow and mature. 
For it is necessary that this fruit should 
grow and mature! The world hun- 
gers and thirsts for it, while its livin 
conditions, with all the material an 
spiritual misery involved, are far in- 

eed from giving men the legitimate 
satisfactions they seek. The needs and 
anxieties of each day completely ab- 
sorb the energies of so many hearts, 
which no longer find time, leisure, or 
inclination to devote to the things of 
the spirit even that minimum which is 
the essential duty of every Christian. 


Even in those places where the 
secular and regular clergy, aided by 
the whole-hearted collaboration of the 
laity, have quickened Christian life, 
even there the number of Christians 
who are spiritually undernourished, 
enervated and vacillating in their faith, 


lethargy is the urgent task which now 
confronts the Catholic Apostolate. 


OBSTACLES TO THE APOSTOLATE 
OF THE CHURCH 

Every attentive observer who knows 

how to consider and evaluate the 

t situation in its concrete reality 
must be struck by the oe ere = 
which o Apostolate o 
Church. Pike a mass of molten lava, 
which y flows down the side 
of a volcano, the destructive tide of 
the spirit of this world advances 
threateningly and spreads into every 
sphere of life and into every class of 
society. 

Its progress and its intensity, as 
well as its effects, vary from country 
to country, ranging from a more or 
less conscious disregard of the social 
influence of the Church, to a systematic 
distrust, which under some of 

vernment takes the form of open 
Fostlity and downright persecution. 


We have full confidence that Our 
beloved sons and daughters will have 
the clarity of vision and the courage to 
face and to fulfill with resolution the 
responsibilities arising from such 4 
situation. Without harshness, but also 
without weakness, they will endeavor 
to ‘dissipate the prejudices and sus- 

icions of not a few who have been 
Seceived, but who ase still open to a 
peaceful argument based on facts, they 
will convince them that, far from there 
being any conflict between loyalty to 
the Church and devotion to the inter- 
ests and well-being of the people and 
the state, between these two kinds of 
duties, which a true Christian must 
ever keep in mind, there exists an 
intimate union and perfect harmony. 

Here We deliberately pass over in 
silence some recent discord that has 
arisen between Catholics and those 
belonging to other religious groups 
and which has regrettably found an 
echo in political discussions. We 
should like to believe that beyond 
these no less unpleasant than harmful 
controversies there are to be found in 
all non-Catholic groups men and wom- 
en of good will who, fully realizing 
the — threatening the sacred heri- 
tage of the Christian Faith, cherish 
in their hearts thoughts of other than 
chose of fraternal dissension and dis- 
cord. 

A NOTABLE ABSENCE 

If any one should be tempted to 
lose sight of this need and duty, let 
him turn his gaze—as far as this is 
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ible—towards what is happening 
gee countries that are pm 
about, as it were, with a wall of iron, 
and see to what state they are reduced 
~ regards their spiritual and religious 

e. 

He would there see millions of 
his Catholic brethren, men and women, 
linked together by ancient and sacred 
traditions of fidelity to Christ and of 
filial union with this Apostolic See; he 
would see nations whose heroic actions 
in preserving and defending the Faith 
are written indelibly in the annals. of 
the Church’s history. He would see 
them, We say, f tly deprived of 
civil rights and of their: personal liberty 
and security, cut off from every vital, 
safe and sure means of communicating 
with the center of Christianity, even 
in the most intimate matters of con- 
science; and all the while there weighs 
on them the anxiety of feeling almost 
alone and at times of believing that 
they are abandoned! 

Underneath Michaelangelo’s dome, 
where the voice of pilgrims from every 
free country resounded as they sang in 
most varied tongues the same expres- 
sions of faith and the same hymns of 
joy, their place was empty. What a 
void it was and what a sorrow for 
the heart of the Common Father and 
for the hearts of all the faithful united 
together in the very same belief and 
in one and the same love. But they, 
though absent, were, in fact, all the 
more present when in those countless 
throngs, conscious of their Catholic 
faith, there seemed to be but one heart 
and one soul thus forming a mysterious 
but very real unity. 


To all these confessors of Christ, 
who are unjustly bound either by 
visible or invisible fetters, who are 
suffering contumely for the name of 
Jesus (Acts 5, 41) at the end of this 
Holy Year, We gratefully send from 
Our heart Our paternal greeting. May 
it reach them notwithstanding the 
walls of their prisons, and the barbed 
wire of their concentration and forced 
labor camps, out there in those far off 
regions which are shut off from the 
gaze of free men and over which a 
veil of silence is drawn, but which will 
not, however, escape the final judg- 
ment of God nor the impartia! verdict 
of history. 


In the most sweet Name of Jesus, 
We exhort them to support generous- 
ly their sufferings and humiliations 
with which they make a contribution 
of inestimable value to the great cru- 
sade of prayer and penance which will 
begin with the extension of the Holy 
Year to the whole world. 

With a magnanimous outpouring of 
charity in keeping with the cutenple of 
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Ill 
PEACE WITHIN NATIONS 


Now, if we look towards the future, 


Unfortunately the ponte ie life, the 
concern to earn a living, divides into 
Opposing groups even those who in- 

it the same country and are sons 
of the same fatherland. Those on 
either side want, and rightly so, to be 
considered and treated in social life not 
as mere chattels but as persons with 
human dignity, especially in matters 
regatding the state and the national 
economy. 

For this reason We have repeatedly 
and with ever greater insistence 
claimed the fight against unemploy- 
ment and the striving after a sound 
social security as an indispensable con- 
dition if all members of a nation, both 
high and low, are to be united in a 
single corporate body. 

But he who prac brefive: Ss: 
the that o is own per- 
pride gyre nt weet of ae 
difficulty and an obstacle to recovery 
and pro could he dare to 
flatter himself that he is serving the 
cause of peace in his country? 

Certain organizations, in order to 

rotect the interests of their own mem- 
rs, no longer appeal to the laws of 
justice and the common good but de- 
pend on the organized members of 
their followers and bo — of 
their opponents, who do not to 
be so ell organized, or yet 
strive to subordinate the use of force 
to the laws of justice and the common 
How can such organizations 

e to flatter themselves that they are 
promoting the cause of civil peace? 

A nation cannot expect to enjoy 
peace within its own boundaries except 
on certain conditions. Governors and 
governed, leaders and followers, must 
not defend their own social interests 
and their particular opinions with ob- 
stinacy and _ short-sightedness, but 
should learn to take a more compre- 
hensive view of things and make their 
aim the good of all. If it is regretted 
in some countries that there is a de- 
plorable lack of participation in public 
life on the part of the younger genera- 
tion, perhaps the reason is that the 
younger generation sees too little or 
too seldom the shining and aitractive 
example of men such as we have de- 
scribed here. 





ingly towards the light of the eternal 
oe under the guidance of the 


its presence known exteriorly, it ren- 
ders them unfit for their mission in life. 
pi lie denne sah industrial 
and capitalistic system have under, 

essential chan that after a ton 
i , have been accel- 


known subjection for centuries are win- 
ning their way to in others 
who till now have been in a privileged 
position strive by new means and old 
to maintain it. The thirst for social 
security, that is ever growing in inten- 
sity and extent, is but a symptom of the 
present state of society in the various 
countries, where many things that once 
seemed traditionally solid have become 
unreliable and uncertain, 


Why, then, does not this common 
uncertainty and doubt, arising from 


ent countries? Is not 
employer and employed in this respect 
identical? Is S ae true in every 
roduction are now more than ever 

i together on account of the re- 
ciprocal influence they excrt one upon 
the other? And you, you who remain 
insensible to the hardships suffered by 
the wandering and homeless refugees, 
should you not have a fellow-feeling 
for him whose unhappy lot today may 
well be yours tomorrow ? 

Why should not this solidarity 
among all those peoples who are rest- 
eae ee ee ee 
secure way leading to safety? Why 
should not this spirit of solidarity be 
the basis of the natural social order in 
its three essentials—the family, proper- 
ty and the state—and make these ele- 


Turn to page 13 
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The Celebration 


of Christian Marriage: 


HE administration of the sacraments has been 

surrounded by Mother Church with impressive 

ceremonies, prayers and chants, designed to 
edify, to instruct and teach the faithful. The words 
of her prayer are ever an index of her belief, so that 
the study of her prayer and ceremony should result 
in more adequate knowledge of the mystery of her 
sacraments. But more than instruct, the sacred liturgy 
of the sacraments as well as of the Holy Mass sets 
into motion dynamic spiritual forces that are intended 
to influence all thought and action. It presents to 
us a pattern of life, motivates us and enables us to 
live that pattern. Therefore, it behooves us to study 
well the liturgy of marriage, the sacrament, nuptial 
Mass and blessing; for without such study and appli- 
cation to life we would miss one of the most powerful 
means of restoration of the Christian family. 

The early Christian marriage ceremony followed 
the Roman customs, eliminating pagan elements in- 
compatible with Christianity. Thus according to the 
instruction of Pope Nicholas I to the Bulgarians (866) 
the practice of the preliminary betrothal, bestowal of 
the ring and delivery of the dowry, following the 
pagan Roman custom, is approved. The principal 
religious rite consisted of the celebration of the Holy 
Mass in which the couple took part in offering and 
communicating. Immediately after the Pater Noster 
and before the Fraction of the host the nuptial blessing 
was given whilst a veil was held over the heads of 
bride and groom. A similar practice existed among 
the pagans called the obnubilatio capitis from which 
the words “nubere,” “nuptial” are derived. Before 
leaving the church there was the coronation, still re- 
tained in the Greek Rite. 

From this brief summary of the ancient Christian 
marriage we note the importance of the nuptial Mass 
and blessing. This was the principal religious aspect 
_ of the marriage ceremony. The ancient preliminaries 
have now become the mutual giving of consent and 
the actual marriage. Nevertheless the nuptial Mass 
and blessing retain their place of importance and are 
richer in the expression of the Christian outlook on 
marriage. Passing over the form of consent, the 
blessing and bestowal of the ring, let us consider the 
liturgy of the nuptial Mass and blessing. 

The nuptial Mass begins with an Introit drawn 
from the Book of Tobias, Chapters 7:15, and 8:19. 


*A paper given at the Eighteenth Annual Convention of the 
National Catholic Conference on Family Life, Detroit, Mich. 
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Rey. Charles P. Schmitt 


“May the God of Israel join you together.” These 
words of the venerable Raguel, placing the hand of 
his daughter into the hand of Tobias, expresses for 
us one of the great truths concerning marriage. It 
is God who aes man and wife two in one flesh; it 
is God who is the author and source of their conjugal 
love; it is God who alone can give fruitfulness of 
offspring. Marriage is a contract, but a contract dif- 
ferent from every other kind of human contract. God 
is a partner to the contract which creates a bond be- 
tween the spouses which has been lifted above their 
arbitrary control. The mutual consent creates the 
bond but their mutual consent cannot dissolve it. This 
thought is strongly expressed by Christ in the Gospel 
of the Mass, “What God has joined together let no 
man put asunder.” 


In conjugal love God is not absent. “God is Love,” 
and “love is from God,” says St. John. This is 
eminently true of the unique love that prompts man 
and woman to give themselves to each other in the 
complete, permanent, conjugal love. Such a love can 
have only God as its author and protector. “May the 
God of Israel join you together.” “Be Thou the dis- 
poser of the work of which Thou art the author.” 
(Secret) 


God who joins them together can alone give fruit- 
fulness, so that the wedded couple can bless God more 
fully. (Introit) The greater glorification of God 
will be achieved by their becoming instruments of 
growth within the Mystical Body of Christ. En- 
couraging Tobias, the Angel Raphael said: “For they 
who in such manner receive matrimony, as to shut out 
God from themselves, and from their mind, and to 
give themselves to their lust, as the horse and the mule, 
which have not understanding, over them the devil 
hath power . . . Thou shalt take the virgin with the 
fear of the Lord, moved rather for love of children 
than for lust.” (Tobias: 6:17 and 22) And when 
Tobias was united with Sarah in holy wedlock he 
prayed thus: “Lord, Thou knowest, that not for fleshly 
lust do I take my sister to wife, but only for the love 
of posterity, in which Thy name may be blessed for 
ever and ever.” (8:9) The conjugal union which 


‘has for its primary purpose the begetting of children 


has God for its author. He cannot be excluded, for 
He alone can give fruitfulness of offspring; He must 
not be shut out from the mind and heart, lest this 
sacred relationship be degraded to lust and brutality. 


CATHOLIC ACTION 














Secularism has succeeded in stripping life of all 
vestiges of the supernatural. Perhaps nowhere is this 
so obvious as in marriage and the family. It is so 
natural for man to marry, overpowering natural forces 
are so involved, that man easily forgets the spiritual 
and, for Catholics, the supernatural character of mar- 
riage. How timely then the thoughts suggested by the 


pregnant words of the opening of the nuptial Mass, 
“May the God of Israel join you together.” 


Here, as in many instances in the liturgy, Mother 
Church quotes a single verse from the Sacred Scrip- 
ture having in mind the entire passage or even the 
entire book. By using this verse for the Introit, and by 
using in her prayers language reminiscent of Tobias, 
the Church sets before us the Book of Tobias as the 
background of the nuptial Mass. Such a choice again 
reveals to us the profound appreciation of the Sacred 
Scripture possessed by those who in early times selected 
the chants and readings. 


Tobias is the “Book of the Family.” It is a story 
of virtuous family life in which the Old Testament 
ideals are supremely exemplified. It is the Old Testa- 
ment foreshadowing of the perfect ideal that will be 
realized in the Holy Family of Nazareth. But beyond 
the excellent moral teachings which ought to be care- 
fully and diligently explored by every student of the 
family, the book is really a prophecy and a fore- 
shadowing of the sacred marriage of Christ and the 
Church. Father Damasus Winzen* summarizes this 
spiritual meaning of the book as follows: ‘The story 
of young Tobias’ wedding with Sarah is really a 
prophecy of the Messianic marriage between Christ 
and His Church. Who else could the seven former 
husbands be than those who love mankind in the 
selfish spirit of this world, and thus deliver themselves 
up to the deadly power of the prince of this world? 
The three nights during which young Tobias and 
Sarah were joined to God before they were in their 
own wedlock (8:4) evidently point to the three days 
and nights when Christ overcame the devil by offering 
the supreme sacrifice of His selfless love. The seem- 
ingly superstitious manipulation with the entrails of 
the fish Tobias had caught in the river Tigris receives 
a completely new and spiritual meaning as soon as 
we remember that the fish is the symbol of Christ in 
His life-giving passion and death. The heart, liver 
and gall are in the Old Testament always the symbols 
of the innermost life and emotions. The liver and 
heart of the fish burnt on coal are the symbol of the 
sacrifice of Christ, Who on the Cross gave up His 
spirit into the hands of His Father and thus destroyed 
the dominion of the devil. 


When we read about Raguel and his servants dig- 
ging a grave for Tobias, and how the maid who was 
sent in the early morning to their chamber, found the 
young couple safe and sound, and hurried to bring 





* cf. Father Damasus Winzen, O.S.B., Pathways in Holy Scripture, 
Regina Laudis, Bethlehem, Conn. 
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the good news to the parents (8:11-16), we are re- 
minded of the empty tomb on Easter morning, and 
of the women who when the sun was rising received 
the glad tidings of the Resurrection anc brought them 
to the Apostles. Tobias’ and Sarah’s return to father 
Tobias’ home reads like a prophecy of the final re- 
union between the Church of the Gentiles and the 
Jewish people whose blindness will be healed by the 
light which radiates from the sacrificial love of Christ, 
represented lically in the gall of the fish 
(11:13). In the light of this faith old Tobias sees 
the glory of New Jerusalem and hears the eternal 
Alleluia sung in its streets (13:21-22).” 


From such beautiful foreshadowing we pass to the 
splendor of the fulfillment revealed in the lesson 
taken from St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians. “This 
is a great mystery—I mean in reference to Christ and 
to the Church” (Eph. 5:32). The sublime union of 
Christ with the Church is presented to us again and 
again in Sacred Scripture in the terms of a spiritual 
wedding. The Church is His bride taken from His 
side as He dies on the Cross to give her life and to 
cleanse her from every stain so that He might present 
her to Himself in eternity without spot or blemish. 
The eternal phase of this sublime union is expressed 
by St. John as the wedding feast of the Lamb. Now 
the most profound meaning of Christian marriage is 
this, it is an image of Christ’s sacred nuptials with 
His Bride, the Church. It is not a mere figure of this 
mystery, pointing to it or foreshadowing it as the Old 
Testament marriage. It is, as Pope Pius states, “the 
living image of the most fruitful union of Christ with 
the Church.” * Christian marriage is rooted in this 
mystery, is transformed and elevated by it, becomes 
organically connected with it. 


It is as members of Christ that two Christians are 
joined in holy wedlock. They belong to Christ and 
only as members of Christ do they surrender the sexual 
rights to each other to be used for the purpose of Christ 
and His Church. The Lord Jesus lifts up the union of 
man and wife into His own union with the Church and 
henceforth, cooperating with Christian spouses, uses 
them as organs of His Mystical Body. Their union, 
so completely absorbed in Christ’s sacred nuptials, be- 
comes a vital function within the Mystical Body. The 
mutual love of Christian spouses is profoundly ele- 
vated, being drawn into Christ's own love for the 
Church. Shot through with divine charity they love 
each other as members of Christ, seeing Christ and 
loving Christ in each other. The love is not satisfied 
to provide for earthly joys and contentment; it reaches 
upward to the supreme joy of the eternal vision. The 
Christian ‘ange are expressing most fully their love 
when hand in hand they strive by mutual help to 
reach upward to the eternal possession of God. 


(To be concluded next month) 





* Pius XI, Encyclical, On Christian Marriage, p. 34 
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The Strength of the Church 
The Parith and the Catholic Press 


By J. V. R. Lebkicher 


ie OUR present secularized world, now immediately 
faced by the threat of the greatest catastrophe in 

history, the missionary function of the Church 
assumes extraordinary importance. The Church has 
the urgent and formidable task of re-Christianizing a 
society that has become largely pagan, a society that, 
unless re-Christianized, will destroy itself. 

This task, to a great extent, must be carried out 
through the Church’s parishes. While continuing to 
care for the spiritual welfare of those members regu- 
larly attendant at Mass, the parishes must strive with 
greater energy than ever before to re-Christianize their 
communities as a whole. Advice and inspiration will 
come from Rome, but unless they are followed by 
action in the basic public units of society—local com- 
munities—they will remain pious words. 

This is a task, moreover, not only for the clergy, 
but also—and primarily—for each Catholic layman. 
The clergy will supply leadership, but the job is 
enormous and most of the work will have to be done 
by laymen. In today’s pagan world every Catholic 
has a duty to be a missionary. 

In his 1947 Christmas broadcast, speaking of this 
Christian duty to take part in the struggle against the 
forces of irreligion, Pope Pius XII stated: “In the day 
of battle your place is in the vanguard, fighting at 
the front. The timid and those afraid to come out 
in the open are very close to becoming deserters and 
traitors.” 


itil 


In his missionary work, one of the layman's most 
powerful aids—and an indispensable one—is a Cath- 
olic press that fulfils its functions of informing him 
and strengthening him in his faith. Individual Cath- 
olics can act, can work towards the goal of re-Chris- 
tianizing their communities through their parishes, 
only if they are informed, only if they have an in- 
telligent understanding of the society they are at- 
tempting to change. This may sound obvious, but it 
has not always been sufficiently understood and it is 
an extremely important fact, particularly in our pres- 
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ent interdependent and fast-moving world, where an 
event occurring one day in a remote corner of the 
earth can the next day directly affect the lives of every- 
one everywhere. Thus to work effectively, the layman 
must know what is happening in the world, what evils 
are to be fought and what obstacles stand in his way. 

The only practical way for the layman to do this, 
to become sufficiently informed of current events and 
problems so that he may competently play his part as 
a good Catholic citizen and lay missionary, is by read- 
ing the Catholic press. 

“If every Catholic in the United States is to be 
a competent and militant champion in both belief 
and action,” Archbishop John G. Murray of St. Paul 
pointed out in his Catholic Press Month Statement in 
1947, “it necessarily follows that his educational pro- 
gtam must be continual and constant so that every day 
of his life, he must keep informed of all the issues, 
be acquainted with policies and conflicts, and have the 
right answer in the fields of truth and conduct.” The 
only universal agency of education, he added, is the 
press. 

The general secular press, however, is inadequate 
for the needs of the Catholic, since it is obviously 
incapable of performing the functions necessary to 
further the re-Christianization of the Community. It 
is a part of the secularism that must be opposed. 
While it is not in general anti-Christian, as Hilaire 
Belloc has pointed out, in it “the right view of life is 
not so much denied as ignored.” 

In the secular press much religious news is played 
down, relegated largely to once-a-week reports of a 
few Sunday sermons and occasional stories about the 
activities of a prominent clergyman or a meeting of a 
church organization. No attempt is made to dis- 
tinguish between different religions; one religion is 
considered to be as good as another and all are treated 
as equals. 

an ae 

But the most serious defect of the secular press in 
this respect is its apparent attempt to Pe 
mentalize” religion. In the philosophy underlying 
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the editing of the secular press, religion is regarded as 
but one aspect of life, and a relatively unimportant 
one at that. It is regarded as largely a matter of per- 
sonal opinion, as something that must never be al- 
lowed to color the “objectivity” of a paper's factual 
news reporting. 

Now what the Catholic layman needs is the exact 
opposite of this kind of press. He needs a press that 
recognizes that there is no boundary line between re- 
ligion and other aspects of life, that indeed religion 
is life. He needs a press that opposes, not one that 
supports, secularism. 

The secular press, moreover, not only fails to meet 
his needs as a Catholic, it also frequently fails to meet 
his needs as a citizen. How it fails is described in the 
report, A Free and Responsible Press, published by the 
University of Chicago in 1947. Speaking of the citi- 
zen’s need for unbiased news, which should be filled 
by the press, it states: 

“These needs are not being met. The news is 
twisted by the emphasis on firstness, on the novel and 
sensational; by the personal interests of the owners; 
and by pressure groups. Too much of the regular 
output of the press consists of a miscellaneous suc- 
cession of stories and images which have no relation 
to the — lives of real people anywhere. Too often 
the result is meaninglessness, flatness, distortion, and 
the perpetuation of misunderstanding.” 

All this does not mean that Catholics ought not to 
read secular newspapers; they should. At present, 
the Catholic press—limited largely to diocesan weekly 
newspapers and weekly and monthly magazines—can- 
not supply all the news the layman needs and so he 
must partly rely on the seculars. What it does mean, 
however, is that he must supplement his reading of 
the secular press by reading Catholic newspapers, 
using the latter as a guide to discover what is true 
and what false in the former. 

Even secular 2 ae the need for a guide 
in interpreting the daily press. In the report on the 
freedom of the press cited above, it is stated, “the 
citizen is a different man when he has to judge his 
press alone, and when his judgment is steadied by 
other social agencies. Free and diverse utterance may 
result in bewilderment unless he has access—through 
home, church, school, custom—to interpreting pat- 
terns of thought and feeling. There is no such thing 
as the ‘objectivity’ of the press unless the mind of the 
reader can identify the objects dealt with.” 

The layman, then, needs the Catholic press to in- 
form him, to guide him through the maze of the secular 
dailies, fill in their omissions and refute their errors. 
A few examples of Catholic press coverage in recent 
years of important issues either ignored or inade- 
quately reported in secular newspapers include: the 
Holy See’s constant work for a just peace; thorough 
coverage—with an explanation of their significance— 
of the trials of Cardinal Mindszenty, Archbishop 
Stepinac and the recent court action against the Cath- 
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HE N.C.W.C, Forum Committee, representative 
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, 
ts its 1950-51 series of eight articles, month 
Ewald ender the gunned title, “You and Your 
Parish—the Strength of the Church”. These have 
re red for general use and should be especial- 
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As texts for discussion clubs, forums, round tables, 
radio talks. 
For informal discussion at home and abroad. 
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olic clergy in Czechoslovakia; ion of the 
Catholic position in the controversy over Federal aid 
to education, and frequent reports on the danger of 
communism, both at home and internationally, long 
before the majority of the seculars would admit that 
communism was an issue. 

saci 

Besides using it to meet the information needs of 
Catholics, another way in which the Catholic press can 
be made to help support the parishes’ missionary ef- 
forts is by utilizing its potential influence on the e 
of the whole community. This means, however, that 
it will have to be placed in the hands of many more 
non-Catholics than it is at present, particularly in the 
hands of community leaders. Seeing that it reaches 
non-Catholics should be made a regular activity of 
a organizations. It is a most important activity, 

or the press is ordinarily the only way in which the 
teachings of the Church can be made known and ex- 
plained to large numbers of non-Catholics. 

To be read by non-Catholics once it reaches them, 
the Catholic press will have to news and dis- 
cuss issues—social, economic and political problems, 
for example—of interest and importance to the whole 
community. It will have to do this to a greater extent 
than is now the case. In many instances, Catholic 
newspapers tend to concentrate on purely religious 
news, thus committing by over-emphasis the same error 
the seculars commit by under-emphasis, that is, the 
“departmentalizing” of religion. By over-stressing re- 
ligious news and ignoring many events which demon- 
strate the need for the application of religious 
principles to current problems, they appear to agree 
with the idea that religion—while of the greatest im- 
portance—is something apart from life. 

The Catholic press must not, just as the parish must 
not, restrict itself solely to religious matters. It must 
also point out that the basic causes of most of our 
present problems are moral and spiritual and that they 
can be solved only by the application of Christian 
principles. It must go even further and advocate 
necessary reforms, such as the badly needed changes 
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in our social and economic system. By so doing, not 
only will it attract more readers, both Catholic and 
non-Catholic, but it will also be ing out the fre- 
quent declarations of the Holy See that the Church has 
a divine mandate to speak out and intervene in social 
and economic matters whenever moral interests are 
involved. Pope Leo XIII, for example, stated in his 
Encyclical, Graves de Communi: “For it is the opinion 
of some . . . that the social question, as they call it, 
is merely economic. The precise opposite is the truth. 
It is first of all moral and religious, and for that rea- 
son its solution is to be expected mainly from the 
moral law and the pronouncements of religion.” 
Later Pope Pius XI asserted, in his Encyclical, Quad- 
ragesimo Anno, that “there resides in Us the right and 
duty to pronounce with supreme authority upon social 
and economic matters.” 

How effective the Catholic press can be in its efforts 
to influence the community by advocating Christian 
truth and pointing out evils, can to some extent be 
seen by its treatment in communist-controlled coun- 
tries. First it has been told—by.atheistic communists 
—to “stick to religion.” As soon as it has refused, 
it has been quickly suppressed. This, moreover, has 
happened even in countries where Catholics are in 
a smaller minority than they are in the United States, 
for example, Bulgaria and Rumania. 

BR eet 

The re-Christianizing work of parishes is especially 
important in the United States, for changing society 
here is changing it in the most powerful and in- 
fluential nation on earth. Fortunately, missionary 
efforts at the parish level, aided by a strong Catholic 
press, are aah of being aera effective in this 
country, because of our democratic institutions and 
the unusual importance of the local community here. 

In a democracy the force of public opinion is enor- 
mous. It is decisive in determining not only who shall 
govern the state but also the standards by which the 
whole of society shall live. One of the most in- 
fluential agencies in forming and leading public 
Opinion is the press. A strong Catholic press, there- 
fore, that campaigns vigorously for social reform and 
reaches an increasing number of non-Catholics, can- 
not help have considerable effect on public opinion 
and, through it, on society. The Catholic press, 
moreover, has the inestimable advantage of cam- 
paigning on the side of truth. If, with the support of 
the parishes, it does its job well, it cannot fail. Pope 
Leo XIII once told an audience of Catholic journalists 
that they must excel “above all in the communication 
of truth which the soul of man by its very nature de- 
sires to know and whose power, elevation and beauty 
are such that from the moment it becomes evident it 
wins automatically the agreement of those who were 
previously adversaries.” 

A second reason why parish missionary efforts can 
be particularly successful in this country is the unusual 
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importance of our local communities, which the 
parishes can directly influence. Their unusual im- 
portance springs from our representative form of na- 
tional government and strong tradition of local self- 
government. Unlike most other countries, including 
the other democracies, men elected to our national 
legislature must be residents of the district that elects 
them. Thus Congress is made up of men whose 
offices depend on the continued support of relatively 
small communities. Our local officials are locally 
elected and not, as in many other countries, appointed 
by a highly centralized national government. In addi- 
tion to governmental agencies, most of our other public 
institutions are also built on the basis of local groups 
and are not highly centralized, as for example the 
American Medical Association and the American Bar 
Association, both of which are organizations of 
county groups. Parishes, therefore, through the direct 
influence they can bring to bear on local organizations, 
can also exert great influence on the whole of our 
national society. 
Be At 

Just as the parish needs the Catholic press, so does 
the press need the parish. Without strong parish 
assistance, the press will never achieve its maximum 
effectiveness in bringing Catholic truth to the whole 
community—or even to Catholics. 

It has already been pointed out that the Catholic 
press ought to be placed in the hands of non-Catholics 
and that responsibility for seeing that it is should be 
assumed by one or more parish organizations. This 
is a job that involves more than merely mailing out 
copies of Catholic newspapers. This must be done, 
but whenever possible it should be followed up by 
personal contact. Members of the parish groups en- 
gaged in this work should see that copies of their local 
Catholic paper are regularly sent to all their non-Cath- 
olic friends, then talk to them, ask them if they have 
received their copies and draw them into discussions 
on some of the articles appearing in the Catholic 
papers. 

The Catholic press must also really reach Catholics. 
In other words, it must be read and not just subscribed 
to. There are a number of ways in which the parish 
can aid the press in this respect. The pastor, for 
instance, can point out the importance of the press 
in a sermon, perhaps mentioning a particularly in- 
teresting article in the current issue of the local Cath- 
olic newspaper or a Catholic magazine. Parish or- 
ganizations, discussion groups for example, can 
stimulate interest in the press by using it at their meet- 
ings, the press, in turn, supplying a ready source of the 
information the organizations need to function. Use 
of the press in Catholic schools should be promoted, 
not only as an educational aid but also to stimulate 
interest in journalism as a career. Parish organiza- 
tions can also—perhaps during Catholic Press Month 

Turn to page 20 


CATHOLIC ACTION 








NATIONAL COUNCIL 


CATHOLIC MEN 


Societies of Catholic Men 
and the N.C.C.M. 
Gary's 100th Holy Hour 





7? 


SOCIETIES OF CATHOLIC MEN AND THE COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC MEN 


Excerpts from an address by Rev. Eustace Struckhoff, OFM, Spiritual Director of the San Antonio 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Men, at the annual convention of the Council, Nov. 12, 1950. 


HE task that faces the Church, it has been said 

often, is to reconstruct the social order. Today 

that order is secularist. We must make it 
Christian. Aims and ideals are earthy, if not earthly; 
they should be Godly. Standards, if not immoral are 
a-moral. We must make them coincide with God’s 
law. But ideas, ideals, standards, affect every phase 
of the life of men and nations. We cannot hope to 
change the disorder they have wrought without chang- 
ing them in all they have so disastrously affected: 
family, home, industry, labor, entertainment, youth, 
literature, press, radio, screen, race, politics, govern- 
ment, etc., and especially the inter-relations of nations. 


The task is gigantic, the fields large and myriad, and 
the opposition well led, well organized, and literally, 
strong as hell. Against all those we have men, Cath- 
olic men, organized into dozens of major groups, 
organized in almost every parish of the country. We 
have manpower, but somehow that manpower doesn’t 
click. It is not that our men are really apathetic. If 
they were not intent upon devoting themselves to the 
cause of Mother Church they would not have joined 
their respective societies in the first place. 


In this Archdiocese alone we have somewhere be- 
tween 15 to 20 thousand men in organized Catholic 
groups. In the United States we have in the Holy 
Name Society alone about 5,000,000 men. I dare say 
that by adding other groups, such as our worthy 
Knights of Columbus, the numerous fine organizations 
in the Central Union, the K.J.T., etc., the aggregate 
of organized Catholic manhood might easily reach 
the astounding total of 10 to 15 million men. What a 
tremendous punch these mighty groups must pack! 

I can see how these 10 to 15 million men could be 
changing the face of the earth; 10 to 15 million men 
displaying Christ in their lives, and recreating Him 
everywhere in the lives of others. But it is not so. 
Something is wanting! 

At the close of the first world war, the American 
Bishops, successors to the apostles all, enlarged their 
war agency, the National Catholic War Council, into 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference. In due 
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time the Conference set up various ts; Ex- 
ecutive, Youth, Press, Education, Social Action, Cath- 
olic Action Study, Legal, and the of Lay 
Organizations. Obviously the Bi believed that 
the sound healthy condition of the Church entrusted 


to their care, could aad would have to be safeguarded 
and ‘promoted, by watching, protecting and advancing 
the influence of the Church in the various fields and 
phases of our national life, indicated by the depart- 
ments created. 

Of course, no single t is the Church. The 
Church is where it has always been, where the fight 
is, in the grass roots. The organization therefore is 
in the grass roots, and the Conference must male 
rely heavily on existing organizations to contact people 
and to carry the influence of the Cheech down theongh 
the grass roots into human life. Without these, no 
department, nor all of them, could ever hope to have 
a unified, concerted, attack on the whole 
front. There might be little flurries here and there, 
which the devil would meet and consider moderate 
exercise to keep in trim. 

Therefore the Conference encouraged the estab- 
lishment of the Councils of all men, of all women, of 
all youth. Through these the Conference hopes to 
attain the collaboration of all the Church’s militia in 
the grass roots, for a full scale impact against evil. 
Organized groups of men therefore, like the individ- 
uals that make them up, must work under the Hier- 
archy, alongside other groups. 

"So it seems to me, all of us have the solemn duty to 
strive patiently and generously to achieve the closest 
possible alignment of all existing organizations with 
the Welfare Conference, and with its organ the Coun- 
cil of Men. Surely an alignment that is closer than 
exists today. In plain English, up to now the 10 to 
15 million organized Catholic men are not the power- 
ful, ready tool in the hands of the Church they could 
and should be. 


How often we hear the complaint, “Just how 
much influence do Catholics exert on the and 
action of the Nation?” Do the 10 to 15 million exert 
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a commensurate influence on education in the nation? 
on youth and family trends? on radio-press-screen? 
on law and law-making? Of course, we have isolated 
laymen who pack a terrific and do a fine job. 
We even have groups of laymen in some districts 
doing good work. But who started them, how were 
they lined up? Surely whatever may be said in their 
praise, their voice is not the voice of 10 million men! 

It may not be our fault if up to now our Catholic 
Action efforts have been haphazard, locally conceived, 
determined and implemented, and only accidentally 
in a with a larger movement. But if it remains 
thus for any length of time, it will be our fault, and 
we will regret it. 

In this Archdiocese, a pioneer if you please in all 
this, we have a Council of Men for all our men of 
whatever organized groups they be. Before we can say 
that we are properly playing ball with it and not just 
warming benches, it means the following: 

1) Every group must realize and make each mem- 
ber realize that it is affiliated with the Council of 


Men and that the most intense loyalty to his own group 
is never lessened, but really heightened by affiliation 
with the Council. 

2) Men in all societies and groups, must realize 
that in the Council they have a voice, a welcome voice, 
a powerful voice, especially if they are a large and 
alert group. 

3) All groups must be convinced that all works 
of Catholic Action entrusted to them by the Council 
are just as truly projects of their respective groups. 

With perfect harmony (with understanding and 
sound reasonable programming presup and taken 
for granted) let us go forth from this assembly hall, 
to the chapel of God, and there at the feet of Christ 
our divine leader and master, humbly and with full 
knowledge of our very unworthiness and obvious in- 
adequacy, let us swear this day, our loyalty, our full 
readiness to dedicate all of our precious manhood 
to the honor of His sacred person; to carry forth His 
spirit into every nook and corner of His earth, 
wherever our lives may touch. 


GARY’S 100TH HOLY HOUR 


f be 100th Holy Hour sponsored by the Gary, 
Indiana, Deanery Council of Catholic Men will 

be held on Sunday, January 21st, at the new 
Holy Angels Church, in Gary. For one hundred con- 
secutive third Sundays of the month the Council has 
been sponsoring the Hour in one after another of the 
24 parish churches in Gary. The circle has been com- 
pleted several times. 


The outstanding feature of the Gary Holy Hour is 
that the men themselves plan the program and per- 
form all of it except, of course, the sermon and Bene- 
diction. The president of the Gary Deanery Council, 
this year Peter Billick, leads the Rosary and the Litany 
of the Sacred Heart. The men select the hymns they 
will sing in addition to the customary ones of “O 
Salutaris” and ‘““Tantum Ergo” and do their own sing- 
ing. 

Apparently this procedure makes the Holy Hour 
more interesting to them, for the Gary Council has 
set a record for attendance of men at the Holy Hour 
which, ‘considering parish Catholic population, cannot 
be matched in the United States. The average at- 
tendance over the years has been 250. The centen- 
nium Hour is expected to draw somewhere between 
500 and 1,000 men. 


In addition to the regular Holy Hour in parish 
churches, every third Sunday in August the Council 
arranges an outdoor Hour at the Seven Dolor Shrine 
about 15 miles east of Gary. Last summer there were 
more than 6,500 persons present. 

The program of the Holy Hour starts with the Ex- 
position of the Blessed Sacrament and singing of 
‘O Salutaris Hostia” followed by the Rosary. After 
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the third decade the men rise and sing “Mother Dear 
O Pray for Me” after which they kneel again and 
complete the Rosary. This break is made in order to 
give the older men a chance to relax. Kneeling for 
the entire time of the Rosary is a little too much. The 
“Lourdes Hymn” is then sung followed by the Litany 
of the Sacred Heart and the hymns “To Jesus Heart 
All Burning” and “Jesus, My Lord, My God.” The 
prayer for the Bishop is said and the prayer for the 
Holy Year, led by the Deanery president. 


After singing “Come Holy Ghost” a sermon is 
preached, usually by the pastor, following which 
“Tantum Ergo” is sung and Benediction given. The 
program ends with the hymn, “Holy God We Praise 
Thy Name.” 


Joseph Petrites is the Council’s chairman of the 
Standing Committee on Holy Hour arrangements. 


PRESIDENT, N.C.C.M., ELECTED TO 
COUNCIL, I.F.C.M. 


Stewart Lynch, president of the National Council 
of Catholic Men, was elected with representatives of 
Italy, Spain, France, Poland, Belgium, Argentina, Hol- 
land, Switzerland, Germany and Austria to the per- 
manent 11-man executive council of the International 
Federation of Catholic Men, meeting in Rome. 

The first general assembly of the I.F.C.M. opened 
in Rome under the chairmanship of Dr. Luigi Gedda, 
president of the provisional executive committee since 
the organization’s founding at Lourdes in 1948. Mr. 
Lynch attended the meeting. 
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Holy Father's 1950 Christmas Message to the World 
(Continued from page 5) 


ments collaborate in one organic whole 
that is adapted to present conditions? 
These present conditions are, after all, 
despite all their inherent difficulties, a 
gift of God. Why should they not 
conduce to the strengthening of the 
Christian spirit? 
IV 
INTERNATIONAL PEACE 
The real danger to international, as 
well as national, peace is the presence 
of men who are bereft of this Christian 
sense. Some have been deceived by 
the past, others are fanatically bent 
on attaining some Utopia of the fu- 
ture. In every case, they are dissatis- 
fied with the present. 


We do not wish to speak here of a 
foreign aggressor who is proud of his 
power and scorns every duty of justice 
and charity. He finds, however, in 
national crises and the lack of unity 
within nations as regards spiritual and 
moral matters, a powerful weapon and, 
as it were, an auxiliary force inside the 
country itself. 


It is necessary, then, that nations 
should not be led by motives of prestige 
or antiquated ideas, and so create po- 
litical and economic difficulties against 
the strengthening of the national forces 
of other countries, while they ignore 
or take no thought for the common 
peril. 

It is that they should un- 
derstand that their natural and most 
faithful allies are to be found among 
those countries where Christian 
thought, or at least faith in God, have 
an influence even in public life. They 
should not make their only considera- 
tion some supposed national or politi- 
cal interest neglects or overlooks 
profound differences in fundamental 
concepts of the world and of life. 


The reason why We utter these 
warnings is the sabhaated and irreso- 
lute attitude which We see —— by 
some true lovers of peace in face of 
such a grave peril. And because We 
have at heart the good of all nations, 
We believe that the close union of all 
ae who are masters of their own 
iny and who are united by senti- 
ments of reciprocal trust and mutual 
ycesone is the = sa for the de- 
‘ense 0 and the tee 
of its reatabli ishment. ii 


Unfortunately, in these past weeks 
the cleavage which in the external 
world divides the entire international 
community into opposite camps grows 
constantly deeper, placing in jeopardy 
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the of the world. Never has 
the Fistory of mankind known a dis- 
sension of itude. It reaches 
to the very ends of the earth. If a 
regrettable conflict should occur today, 
weapons would prove so destructive as 
to make the earth “void and empty” 
(Gen. 1, 2), @ desolate chaos, like to 
a desert over which the sun is not ris- 
ing, but setting. All nations would 
be convulsed, and among the citizens 
of the same country, the conflict would 
have manifold repercussions. It would 
place in extreme peril all its civil insti- 
tutions and spiritual values, seeing that 
the conflict now embraces all the most 
difficult problems which normally 
would be discussed separately. 

The grim and threatening danger 
imperiously demands, by reason of its 
gravity, that we make the most of every 
opportune circumstance to bring about 
the triumph of wisdom and justice 
under the standard of concord and 
peace. Let it be used to revive senti- 
ments of goodness and compassion 
towards all peoples whose one sincere 
aspiration is to live in peace and tran- 
quility. Let mutual trust, which pre- 
supposes sincere intentions and honest 
discussions, return to rule over inter- 
national organizations. Away with the 
barriers! Break down the barbed wire 
fences! Let each people be free to 
know the life of other peoples, let 
that segregation of some countries from 
the rest of the civilized world, so 


dan, to the cause of peace, be 
abolished. 


SOLICITUDE OF THE CHURCH FOR THE 
PEACE OF THE WORLD 


How earnestly the Church desires to 
smooth the way for these friendly rela- 
tions among peoples! For her East 
and West do not represent opposite 
ideals, but share a common heritage, to 
which both have generously contrib- 
uted, and to which both are called to 
contribute in the future also. By virtue 
of her Divine Mission she is Mother to 
all peoples, and a faithful ally and 
wise guide to all who seek peace. 


AN Utter INJUSTICE 


Nevertheless there are some, and 
they are well known, who accuse Us 
quite unjustly of wanting war, and of 
collaborating to this end with “im- 
perialistic” powers, who, they say, place 
their hopes rather in the power of 
destructive wea of war than in 
the practice of justice. 

What else can We answer to this 
bitter calumny except: Sift the troubled 
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INVITATION TO PRAY 
The way leading to true is 
long and hard, impe briers 
and thorns. However, the great ma- 
jority of men are ready to make the 
sacrifice in order to be preserved from 
the of new war. Still, the 
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turn Our gaze to Heaven and raise Our 
hands in sw to Him Who 
from the Glory of the Divinity came 
down to our and became “one 
of us.” 

The of the Saviour, Who 
moves hearts of rulers wherever 
He wills, like the streams of water 
whose course He regulates (Cf, Prov. 


duty of the Church’s children to im- 
plore with their fonts and sacrifices 
the Lord of the World, Jesus Christ, 
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IN THE INTERESTS OF YOUTH 
MARGARET MEALEY 


6¢6@1O MAY YOU grow in joy, in faith in God 
and in man, and in those qualities of vision and 
of the spirit that will sustain us all and give 
us new hope for the future.” 

“Spiritual values are essential to the development of 
a healthy personality.” 

“Children have a God-given right and need for re- 
ligious training to attain healthy personalities and 
responsible citizenship.” 8 

These basic principles were incorporated in the 
White House Conference recommendations. This 
was achieved because Catholic women from coast to 
coast, border to border, took their rightful place at the 
White House Conference on Children and Youth 
called by the President of the United States and held 
in Washington, D. C., December 3-7, 1950. 

It was most heartening to see our women leaders, 
representing their states and their local organiza- 
tions, participating in this important conference and 
fearlessly emphasizing the place of God in the fields 
of health, education, social welfare, and recreation. 

Three past presidents of the National Council of 
Catholic Women were at the Conference: Mrs. 
Thomas Garrison and Mrs. Robert Angelo, represent- 
ing their state commissions—Colorado and Pennsyl- 
vania respectively, and Mrs. Henry Mannix of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., an international delegate representing the 
International Union of Catholic Women’s Leagues. 

Present national board members in the persons of 
Mrs. Andrew S. Pfeiffer, Province of Milwaukee, who 
represented Mrs. Gerald Bennett, president, and Mrs. 
George Coyle, Province of Baltimore, who has been 
active on the Florida Committee, actively participated. 

Members of the headquarters staff also participated, 
with your executive secretary a member of the steering 
committee for national organizations. 

There were diocesan council presidents, who were 
there because of work they had done on the state level 
and in their communities: Mrs. R. Calvert Haws, 
Los Angeles; Dr. Frances Rothert, Little Rock; Mrs. 
George Moser, Indianapolis. 

N.C.C.W. national committee chairmen took their 
rightful place. Mrs. Frank Traznik, national chair- 
man, Committee on Catholic Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tions, was representing the Wisconsin State Commit- 
tee. Mrs. George Rock, national chairman of the 
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Committee on Cooperating with Catholic Charities, 
was an official representative of the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine. Dr. Elizabeth Morrissy, national 
chairman, Committee on Social Action, represented 
the State of Maryland. 

Our national organization affiliates, who had been 
working consistently for over twelve months with us 
on the national level, were represented by Mrs. Caro- 
lyn B. Manning, supreme regent of the Daughters of 
Isabella; Miss Frances Maher, supreme grand regent 
of the Catholic Daughters of America; Mrs. John 
Hopkins, president, and Mrs. William Knoblock, of 
the Christ Child Society; and Miss Mary Knapp and 
Miss Anne Houck of the National Council of Cath- 
olic Nurses. 

Many diocesan chairmen and deanery presidents 
represented their states. In this group we met Miss 
Marguerite Boylan and Mrs. Harold Rambusch from 
Brooklyn; Mrs. J. Fred McCourt from Denver; Mrs. 
M. W. Knoblauch of Governor Youngdahl’s Youth 
Commission, St. Paul diocese; Mrs. David Morse of 
the Winona diocese; Mrs. John T. Reifke and Mrs. 
L. J. Gallagher from Cleveland; Mrs. Frank Letzig of 
Little Rock, Arkansas; and Mrs. C. L. Clark from Lin- 
coln, Nebraska. 

Other prominent Catholic women participating in- 
cluded Miss Anna King, Fordham School of Social 
Work; Dr. Kathryn Davies, Adult Guidance Clinic, 
Brooklyn; Mrs. Charles M. Ridder, New York; Mrs. 
Bertha Mahoney, Erie, Pa., Miss Ann Maloney, Gary, 
Ind., vice-president, American Federation of Teachers; 
Sister Mary de Lourdes, St. Joseph College, West Hart- 
ford, Conn.; Sister Miriam Therese of Marylhurst 
College, Portland, Oregon, a member of the Oregon 
Commission, and the many others who may have been 
there but in the vast number of delegates we failed 
to meet. Mlle. Jadwiga de Romer, of Geneva, Swit- 
zerland, executive secretary of the International Union 
of Catholic Women’s Leagues, participated particu- 
larly in the session dealing with displaced children. 

The over 6,000 conference delegates were assigned 
to thirty-five work groups to discuss various phases of 
the development of a healthy personality in children 
and youth. The theme of the conference was focused 
on the spiritual, mental, and emotional development 
of the child. 


CATHOLIC ACTION 




















The recommendations of the conference, on the 
whole, were not what we desired. Secularism and a 
“watering down” of basic principles pervaded, as 
the final day brought the proceedings before the 
assembled group. 

Many of us were disturbed at the recommendation 


which sanctioned federal aid only to public schools, 
stating auxiliary services were to be considered on 
their own merit; opposition to the use of public 
schools directly or indirectly for religious papens, 
which was directed against “released time”; and the 
recommendation that the federal government make 
possible through grants-in-aid to states the establish- 
ment of nursery schools. 

We were outnumbered when efforts to defeat these 
recommendations were voted by the assembly. Shall 
we be discouraged? Shall we relax, thinking our 
efforts are to no avail? Shall we count the time put 
forth on the local, state and national level as wasted? 

Or shall we not continue to pray, study and act that 
the world may be aroused to the realization that Chris- 
tian principles must prevail if we are to live in peace 
and harmony with ourselves and our neighbors? 

Shall we not work harder, put forth more hours and 
not miss an opportunity to be vocal regarding our 
basic philosophy? 

Shall we not remind ourselves that the findings of 
the White House Conference to be effective must be 
implemented by our states, and at this level our in- 
fluence is real. From the state committees, our com- 
munities will implement these suggestions. 

We have a responsibility to be alert, to watch for 
implications contrary to our philosophy, and to con- 
tinue our influence as an informed Catholic lay group. 

In 1940 spiritual values were not in the focus as 
they were in 1950. 

In spite of some recommendations, our representa- 
tion was alert, vocal and gratifying. 

We need more informed women leaders on every 





level of community, state and national planning. For 
our guidance our Most Reverend Bishops have given 
us “The Child: Citizen of Two Worlds.” This is our 
resource. Study and use it. 

Mrs. Frank Letzig, from the diocese of Little Rock 
and member of the Arkansas Council, was asked her 
impressions of the conference. We may heed her 
message: 


The Catholic woman's participation in the Mid- 
century White House Conference on Children and 
Youth, it seems to me, takes on added significance 
for her and for the conference when one recalls 
the deep sense of obligation which Catholics share 
for the nurture, care, training and guidance of our 
young people. 

Throughout this Mid-century Conference (just as 
in the 1948 National Conference on Family Life) 
we have seen religious and lay Catholic women alike 
show by precept and work and action their great 
feeling of responsibility to God and His children 
in this tremendous planning effort. That the na- 
tion is passing through another crisis with clouds 
of military preparedness obscuring the “clear vision” 
of the road ahead makes the calm faith and careful 
consideration which Catholic women and men bring 
to such conferences a “shining light’ among the 
obvious confusion of apparently learned but less 
confident participants. 

Returning to our several communities we carry back 
a sense of having participated, sometimes courage- 
ously, in the sessions, panels and work groups. Let 
us help assess and evaluate the immediate and long 
range needs of children and youth in our own 
states, cities, counties, towns, hamlets and rural 
communities. Let us exert our leadership for the 
bettering of living conditions, education, training, 
employment and other special services to all of 
God’s children and youth. 


THE CATHOLIC WOMAN: HER DUTY AND OPPORTUNITY 
— THEME OF D.C.C.W. CONVENTIONS 


Marquette . . . “The Catholic Woman in Parish and 
Diocese; in Community and Nation,” theme of the 2nd 
annual convention of the Marquette D.C.C.W., Sep- 
tember 24, was pointed up by Rev. Philip Kenney, con- 
sultant, N.C.W.C. Lay Organizations ent. 
Father Kenney spoke on the necessity of the lay 
apostolate to the life of the Church. Pontificial Mass 
was celebrated by Most Rev. Thomas L. Noa, Bishop 
of Marquette. Greetings were extended by the De- 
troit an Milwaukee Provincial Directors, Mrs. Gerald 
B. Bennett and Mrs. Andrew S. Pfeiffer. Mrs. R. C. 
Mahon was reelected president. 


Dubuque . . . Seven hundred women attended the 16th 
annual convention of the Dubuque D.C.C.W., Sep- 
tember 16-17, at which Mrs. L. D. Corkery was re- 
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elected president. Most Rev. Henry P. Rohiman, 
Archbishop of Dubuque, celebrated Pontificial Mass 
and addressed the convention. Miss Dorothea Hamel, 
archdiocesan chairman of the Committee on Co- 
operating with the Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine, spoke on “Su izing the Works of the 
A.C.C.W. through Prayer.” A feature of the con- 
vention was a symposium on youth problems at which 
Rev. James Conroy, assistant editor in charge of youth 
of Our Sunday Visitor, spoke on the convention 
theme, “The Apostolate of Christian Literature.” 
Resolutions called on Christian women to 
remedy juvenile delinquency and disorder in American 
family life, to take the lead in studying civic issues 
and international problems and to exercise their 
privilege of voting. 
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Dallas . . . At the Dallas D.C.C.W. convention, Sep- 
tember 17-18, Most Rev. Joseph P. Lynch, Bishop of 
Dallas, stressed the evils of secularistic education, 
pointing out that “the nursery of the Christian life 
is the Catholic home, its stronghold is the Catholic 
school.” His Excellency said that a civilization with- 
out religion would be a civilization of the struggle for 
existence and the survival of the fittest, in which 
cunning and strength would become the substitute for 
principle, virtue, conscience, and duty. The conven- 
tion reelected Mrs. Jack Wolf president. 


Peoria. .. The 1000 delegates to the Peoria D.C.C.W. 
7th annual convention, 24, were told by 
Very Rev. Msgr. Martin B, Hellriegel, president, Na- 
tional Catholic Liturgical Conference, that “there is 
a mystic blocd relationship between the liturgy of the 
Church and the home.” He spoke on the theme of 
the convention, “The Christian Home founded and 
strengthened by the Church’s Liturgy.” Most Rev. 
Joseph H. Schlarman, Bishop of Peoria, spoke at the 
Opening Mass. Mrs. W. M. Kennedy, of Galesburg, 
succeeds Mrs. Edward Johnston as president. 


Amarillo . . . “Peace” was the theme of the 14th annual 
convention of the Amarillo D.C.C.W., September 30- 
October 1. Most Rev. Laurence J. FitzSimon, Bishop 
of Amarillo, spoke on the theme at the convention 
banquet. Resolutions passed dealt with international 
relations, federal aid to education, war relief, and the 
National Catholic Community Service. Mrs. Earl 
Drerup was elected president, succeeding Mrs. Ed- 
mund Loerwald. 


San Antonio . . . The 850 women attending the San 
Antonio A.C.C.W. convention, September 30-October 
1, heard Most Rev. Robert E. Lucey, Archbishop of 
San Antonio, answer the question “Who is a Good 
Catholic?”. The theme of the convention was “The 
Mid-Century Challenge to Catholic Women.” Most 
Rev. Mariano S. Garriga, Bishop of Corpus Christi, 
delivered the sermon at the Pontificial Mass. Speak- 
ing on “The National Council and the Catholic 
Woman,” Miss Gertrude M. Horgan, national chair- 
man, Committee on Public Relations, said ‘This is 
the age of organizations and effectively organized 
groups can help to mold public opinion.” The con- 
vention elected Mrs. M. W. Carrico president, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. Enrico Liberto. 


Des Moines . . . Addressing the 21st annual convention 
of the Des Moines D.C.C.W., September 30-October 
1, Most Rev. Edward C. Daly, Bishop of Des Moines, 
stressed the need for intelligent Catholic leadership. 
The convention also heard the then National Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Alfred S. Lucas, ask for close cooperation 
with the Bishops’ program. Through this the women 
would assist in realizing the convention theme, ‘To 
Restore All Things to Christ.” Mrs. Laura Hickey 
was reelected president. 
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Austin . .. With the theme “Catholic Action in Prac- 
tice” the Austin D.C.C.W. 2nd annual convention, 
held October 7-8, considered how the Catholic laity 
should and can carry out the Catholic Action program 
of the hierarchy. The sermon at the Solemn High 
Mass was delivered by Most Rev. L. J. Reicher, Bishop 
of Austin. Mrs. W. W. Good was elected president 
to succeed Mrs. Norma Rankin. 


Springfield-in-Illinois . . . The pro, of the 22nd an- 
nual convention of the Springfield D.C.C.W., October 
7-8, placed emphasis on the spiritual life. The 
groundwork for this spiritual formation, laid in co- 
operating in the work of the Confraternity of Chris- 
tian Doctrine, is being extended through promotion of 
devotions that will bring the people of the diocese 
closer to God. The opening Pontificial Mass was 
celebrated by Most Rev. William A. O'Connor, Bishop 
of Springfield. Miss Alicia Goenner, National War 
Relief Committee secretary, spoke on “Diocesan Co- 
operation and the National War Relief Program.” 
Mrs. Basil Hunter was reelected president. 


Belleville . . . Most Rev. Albert R. Zuroweste, Bishop 
of Belleville, celebrated the Pontificial Mass opening 
the Belleville D.C.C.W. convention, October 13. 
Resolutions were passed encouraging cooperation with 
the displaced persons program, intensified family 
prayer, and erection of home shrines. Two hundred 
women attended the convention, which reelecteed Mrs. 
William Bey president. 

Omaha . . . Five hundred women participated in the 
26th annual convention of the Omaha A.C.C.W., 
October 23, which considered the theme “Faith and 
Service.” Mrs. D. E. Mitchell was elected president 
to succeed Mrs, Edwin Cassem. In an address on “As 
the Council Looks to Me,” Very Rev. Francis Werth- 
man, dean of the Albion Deanery, said: “Through the 
Catholic women’s organizations joined together in 
the common body of the N.C.C.W., women can bring 
to the common work of the Church in this country 
what no other body can bring. . . . Woman's place 
is in the home; however, woman is the protector and 
maker of the home and the time has come when the 
woman of the home must go out to meet the enemy 
of her home before the enemy crosses the threshold. 
The N.C.C.W. is the concrete expression from the 
Catholic women in America of their patriotic life for 
their country and their fellow citizens.” 


PRO ECCLESIA ET PONTIFICE 


N.C.C.W. extends sincere congratulations to the 
president of the Natchez D.C.C.W., Miss Margaret 
Pitchford, and the past presidents, Mrs. Mary G. 
Hoffman and Miss Valeria Logue, and to the presi- 
dent and past president of the Los Angeles D.C.C.W., 
Mrs. R. Calvert Haws and Mrs. A. H. Bender, on the 
great honor which has been bestowed upon them by 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII in the award of the 
medal Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. 
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HE MOST BOUNTIFUL GOD, 


ferent ways, all things may work 
Seen Sate geet ee Roan eke. Jove 


Now, just like the present age, Our 
pontificate is weighed down by ever 
so many cares, anxieties, and troubles, 
by reason of very severe calamities that 
have taken place and by reason of the 
fact that many have strayed away from 
truth and virtue. Nevertheless We are 
y consoled to see that, while the 
ic Faith is being professed pub- 

licly and vigorously, piety towards the 
Virgin Mother of God is flourishin 
and daily growing more fervent, an 
that almost everywhere on earth it is 
showing indications of a better and 
a more holy life. Thus, while the 
Blessed Virgin is fulfilling in the 
most affectionate manner her maternal 
duties on behalf of those redeemed by 
the blood of Christ, the minds and the 
hearts of her children are being vigor- 
ously aroused to a more assiduous con- 
sideration of her prerogatives. 

Actually God, Who from all eternity 
regards Mary with a most favorable 
and unique affection has, “when the 
fulness of time was come,”? put the 
plan of His providence into effect in 
such a way all the privileges and 
elt He had granted to her in 

is sovereign generosity were to shine 
forth in her in a kind of perfect har- 
mony. And, although the Church has 
always recognized this supreme gener- 
osity and the perfect harmony of graces 
and has daily studied them more and 
more throughout the course of the 
centuries, still it is in our own age 
that the privilege of the bodily As- 
sumption into heaven of Mary, the 
Virgin Mother of God, has certainly 
stood forth most clearly. 


That privilege has shone forth in 
new radiance since Our predecessor 
of immortal memory, Pius IX, sol- 
emnly proclaimed the dogma of the 
revered Mother of God’s Immaculate 
Conception. These two privileges are 
most closely bound to one another. 
Christ overcame sin and death by His 
own death, and the man who is born 
again in a heavenly way through 
Baptism has conquered sin and death 
through Christ Himself. Yet, accord- 
ing to His general rule, God does not 
will to grant the full effect of the 
victory over death to the just until 
the end of time shall have come. And 
so it is that the bodies of even the just 
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The Arsumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 


Text of the Apostolic Constitution by which is defined the 
dogma of faith that Mary, the: Virgin Mother of God, has 
been assumed into heaven in body and soul. The document is 
entitled “Munificentissimus Deus” and is signed “Pius, The 
Bishop, Servant of the Servants of God, for everlasting re- 


membrance.” 


Translation of the document has been made by 


the Rev. Dr. Joseph Clifford Fenton, editor of The American 
Ecclesiastical Review, for the N.C.W.C. News Service. 


are corrupted, and that only on the last 
day will they be joined, each to its 
own glorious soul. 

Now God has willed that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary should be ex- 
empted from this general rule. She, by 
an entirely unique privilege, com- 

etely overcame sin by her Immacu- 

ion, and as a result she was 
not subject to the law of remaining in 
the corruption of the grave, and she 
did not have to wait until the end of 
time for the redemption of her body. 

Thus, when it was solemnly pro- 
claimed that Mary, the Virgin Mother 
of God, was from the beginning 
free from the taint of original sin, the 
minds of the faithful were filled with 
a stronger hope that the day might 
soon come w a the dogma of the 
Virgin ’s bodily Assumption into 
heiton wane also be defined by the 
Church’s supreme teaching authority. 

Actually it was seen that not only 
individual Catholics, but also those 
who could speak for nations or eccle- 
siastical provinces, and even a consid- 
erable number of the Fathers of the 
Vatican Council, urgently petitioned 
the Apostolic See to this effect. 

During the course of time such pos- 
tulations and petitions did not decrease 
but rather grew continually in number 
and in urgency. In this cause there 
were pious crusades of prayer. Many 
outstanding theologians eagerly and 
zealously carried out investigations on 
this subject either privately or in public 
ecclesiastical institutions and in other 
schools where the sacred disciplines are 
taught. Marian Congresses, na- 
tional and international in scope, have 
been held in many parts of the Catho- 
lic world, These studies and investi- 
gations have brought out into even 
clearer light the fact that the dogma 
of the Virgin Mary’s Assumption into 
heaven is contained in the it of 
Christian faith entrusted to the Church. 
They have resulted in many more 
petitions, begging and urging the 





He 
ah 
rr 


at 
i 
ify 


af 
i 


SEF 


: 

3 
+e 
i 


ef 
Fe 
r 
i 
Bees 


a 
-e 
ge 
E 
*h 
Fes 


Bas 
aa 
f : 
ais 
Hie 
ath 


8 

Br 
rl 
<i 


lr 

73 2 

seeds 

gee 5 

ry He 
5 

Sheeeke 








But those whom “the Holy Ghost 
has placed as bishops to rule the 
Church of God’* gave an almost 
unanimous affirmative response to both 
agreement of the Catholic prelates 
the faithful,”’® affirming that the bod- 


ily Assumption of "s Mother into 
heaven can be defined as a dogma of 
faith, since it shows us the concordant 
teaching of the Church’s ordinary 
doctrinal authority and the concordant 
faith of the Christian people which 
the same doctrinal authority sustains 
and directs, thus by itself and in an 
entirely certain and infallible way, 
manifested this privilege as a truth 
revealed by God and contained in that 
divine it which Christ has deliv- 
ered to His S to be guarded faith- 
fully and to be taught infallibly.¢ Cer- 
tainly this teaching authority of the 
Church, not by any merely human 
effort but under the protection of the 
Spirit of Truth,? has carried out the 
commission entrusted to it, that of 
preserving the revealed truths pure and 
entire throughout every age, in such 
a way that it presents them undefiled, 
adding nothing to them and taking 
nothing away from them. For, as the 
Vatican Council teaches, “the Holy 
Ghost was not promised to the suc- 
cessors of Peter in such a way that, by 
His revelation, they might manifest 
new doctrine, but so that, by His as- 
sistance, they might guard as sacred 
and might faithfully propose the reve- 
lation delivered through the Apostles, 
or the deposit of faith.”® Thus, 
from the universal agreement of the 
Church’s ordinary teachin capone | 
we have a certain and roof, 
demonstrating that the Blessed Virgin 
Maty’s bodily Assumption into heaven 
—which surely no faculty of the 
human mind could know by its own 
natural powers, as far as the heavenly 
glorification of the virginal body of 
the revered Mother of God is con- 
cerned—is a truth that has been re- 
vealed by God and tly 
something that must be ly and 
faithfully believed by all children of 
the Church. For, as the Vatican Coun- 
cil asserts, “‘all those things are to be 
believed by divine and Catholic faith 
which are contained in the written 
word of God or in tradition, and 
which are proposed by the Church, 
either in solemn jud t or in its 
ordinary and wabeemnl Sadia office, 
as divinely revealed truths which 
must be believed.”® 

Various testimonies, indications, and 
signs of this common belief of the 

urch are evident from remote times 
down through the course of the cen- 
turies; and this same belief becomes 
more clearly manifest from day to day. 
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Christ's faithful, through the teach- 
ing and the leadership of their rs, 
have learned from the books 


grimage, 
a life troubled by cares, hardships, and 
sorrows, and that, moreover, the 


holy old man Simeon had foretold 
actually came to pass, that is, that a 
terribly sharp sword had "sper her 
heart as she stood under cross of 
her divine Son, our Redeemer. In the 
same way, it was not difficult for them 
to affirm that the Mother of God, 
like her only begotten Son, had 
actually passed from this life. But this 
in no way prevented them from be- 
lieving and from professing openly 
that her sacred body had never been 
subject to the corruption of the tomb, 
and that the august tabernacle of the 
Divine Word had never been reduced 
to dust and ashes. Actually, enlight- 
ened by divine grace and moved by 
affection for her, God’s Mother and 
our own sweetest Mother, they have 
contemplated in an ever clearer light 
the wonderful harmony and order of 
those privileges which the most provi- 
dent God has lavished upon this 
revered associate of our Redeemer, 
privileges which reach such an exalted 

lane that, except for her, nothing 
created by God other than the human 
nature of Jesus Christ has ever reached 
this level. 

The innumerable temples which 
have been dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary assumed into heaven clearly at- 
test this faith. So do those sacred 
images, exposed everywhere for the 
veneration of the faithful, which bring 
this unique triumph of the Blessed 
Virgin before the eyes of all men. 
Moreover, cities, dioceses, and indi- 
vidual —_ have — placed under 
the speci ronage an — i 
of the Virgin Mother of poses 
into heaven. In the same way, reli- 
gious institutes, with the approval of 
the Church, have been founded and 
have taken their name from this 

tivilege. Nor can We over in 
tilence the fact that in the F of 
Mary, the recitation of which this 
Apostolic See so urgently recommends, 
there is one mystery proposed for 
pious meditation which, as all know, 
deals with the Blessed Virgin's As- 
sumption into heaven. 

This belief of the sacred pastors and 
of Christ's feor-agot is siendialy by still 
more universally splendidly by the 
fact that, since ancient times, there 
have been both in the East and in the 
West solemn liturgical offices com- 
memorating this privilege. The holy 
Fathers and Doctors of the Church 
have never failed to draw enlighten- 
ment from this fact since, as everyone 
knows, the sacred liturgy, “because it 


is the profession, subject to the 
supreme teaching authority within the 
Church, of heavenly truths, can supply 
proofs and testimonies of no small 
value for deciding any individual 
point of Christian doctrine.”?° 

In the liturgical books which deal 
with the feast either of the Dormition 
or of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin there are expressions that agree 
in testifying that, when the Virgil 
Mother of God passed from 
earthly exile to heaven, what ag oe 
to her sacred body was, by the decr 
of divine providence, in keeping with 
the dignity of the Mother of the Word 
Incarnate, and with the other privil- 
eges she had been accorded. Thus, to 
cite an illustrious example, this is set 
forth in that Sacramentary which 
Adrian I, Our predecessor of immor- 
tal memory, sent to the Emperor 
Charlemagne. These words are found 
in this volume. “Venerable to us, O 
Lord, is the festivity of this pe | on 
which the holy Mother of God suffered 
temporal death, but still could not be 
kept down by the bonds of death, who 
has begotten Thy Son Our Lord incar- 
nate from herself.”14 

What is here indicated in that 
sobriety characteristic of the Roman 
liturgy is presented more clearly and 
completely in other ancient liturgical 
books. To take one as an example, the 
Gallican Sacramentary designates this 

tivilege of Mary's as “a sacrament 
feyon description,” all the more 
worthy of being preached as the 
Virgin's Assumption is something 
unique among men. And, in the 
Byzantine liturgy not only is the Vir- 
gin Mary's ily Assumption con- 
nected, time and time again, with the 
dignity of the Mother of God, but 
also with the other privileges, and in 

rticular with the virginal mother- 

ood granted her by a singular decree 

of God's providence. “God, the King 
of the universe, has granted thee 
favors that nature. As He aa 
thee a virgin in childbirth, thus He 
has kept thy body incorrupt in the 
tomb and has glorified it by His divine 
act of transferring it from the tomb.”’!? 

The fact that the Apostolic See, 
which has inherited the function en- 
trusted to the Prince of the Apostles, 
the function of confirming the brethren 
in the faith,18 has by its own authority, 
made the celebration of this feast ever 
more solemn, has certainly and effec- 
tively moved the attentive minds of 
the faithful to appreciate always more 
completely the magnitude of the mys- 
tery it commemorates. So it was that 
the feast of the Assumption was ele- 
vated from that rank which it had 
occupied from the beginning amon 
the aie Marian en eng be pe 
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on the four Marian feasts, he s 
along with the feast of the Nativity, 
those of the Annunciation, the Purifi- 


being celebrated under the title of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Mother of 
God, should be observed in even a 
more solemn way when he ordered a 
vigil to be held on the day before it 
and afterwards prescribed prayers on 
the octave day. When this had 
been done, he decided to take part 
himself in the celebration, in the midst 
of a great multitude of the faithful.15 
Moreover, the fact that a holy fast had 
been ordered from ancient times for 
the day og to the feast is made very 
evident by what Our predecessor St. 
Nicholas I testifies in treating of the 
rincipal fasts which “the Holy Roman 
urch has observed for a long time, 
and still observes.’’1¢ 


However, since the liturgy of the 
Church does not engender the Catholic 
faith, but rather springs from it, in 
such a way that the ractices of the 
sacred worship p from the Faith 
as the fruit comes from the tree, it 
follows that the holy Fathers and the 
great Doctors, in the homilies and 
sermons gave the people on this 
feast day, did not draw their teaching 
from the feast itself as from a primary 
source, but rather they spoke of this 
doctrine as something already known 
and accepted by Christ's faithful. 

resented it more clearly. They of- 
ered more profound explanations of 
its meaning and nature bringing out 
into sharper light the fact that this 
feast shows, not only that the dead 
body of the Blessed Virgin Mary re- 
mained incorrupt, but that she gained 
a triumph out of death, her heavenly 
glorification after the example of her 
only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; truths 
that the liturgical books had frequently 
touched upon only briefly and in 
passing. 

Thus St. John Damascene, an gut- 
standing herald of this traditional 
truth, spoke out with powerful elo- 

ence when he compared the bodily 

ssumption of the revered Mother of 
God with her other prerogatives and 
rivileges. “It was fitting that she, who 
fad her virginity intact in child- 
birth, d keep her own body free 
from all corruption even after death. 
It was fitting that she, who had carried 
the Creator as a child at her breast, 
should dwell in the divine tabernacles. 
It was fitting that the spouse, whom 
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the Father had taken to Himself, 
should live in the divine mansions. It 
was fitting that she, who had seen her 
Son upon the cross and who had 
thereby received into her heart the 
Oe re ore song oe ee 

in the act of giving birth to 
Him, should look upon Him as He st 
at the right hand of the Father. It was 
fitting that God’s Mother should 
possess what belongs to her Son, and 
that she should be honored by every 


These words of St. John Damascene 
agree perfectly with what others have 
taught on this same subject. State- 
ments no less clear and accurate are 
to be found in sermons delivered by 
Fathers of an earlier time or of the 
same period, particularly on the occa- 
sion of this feast. And so, to cite some 
other examples, St. Germanus of Con- 
stantinople considered the fact that = 
body of Mary, the Virgin Mother 
God, was incorrupt and had been 
taken up into heaven to be in keeping, 
not only with her divine mothe: $ 
but also with the special holiness of 
her virginal body. ‘Thou art she who, 


as it is written, in beauty, 
and thy virginal ear is all holy, all 
chaste, entirely the dwelling place of 
God, so that it is henceforth completely 
exempt from dissolution into dust. 
Though still human, it is changed into 
the heavenly life of incorruptibility, 
truly living and glorious, un 
and sharing in perfect life.”1® Ajid 
another very ancient writer asserts: 
“As the most glorious Mother of 
Christ, our Saviour and God and the 
ab of life and immortality, has 
endowed with life by Him, she 
has received an eternal incorruptibility 
of the body together with Him Who 
has raised fs up from the tomb and 
has taken her up to Himself in a way 
known only to Him.’’!® 
When this liturgical feast was being 
celebrated ever more widely and with 
ever increasing devotion and piety, 
the Bishops of the Church and its 
reachers in continually greater num- 
rs considered it their duty openly 
and clearly to explain the mystery that 
the feast commemorates, and to ex- 
plain how it is intimately connected 
with the other revealed truths. 
Among the scholastic 
there have been many who, wishing to 
inquire more profoundly into divinely 
revealed truths and desirous of show- 
ing the harmony that exists between 
what is termed the theological dem- 
onstration and the Catholic faith, have 
always considered it worthy of note 
that this privilege of the Ma Mary's 
Assumption is in wond accord 








that, out of filial for His Mother, 
Jesus Christ has willed that she be 
assumed into heaven. They base the 
ie dignity 
and 


(To be concluded next month) 


FOOTNOTE REFERENCES 


* Cf. Rom. 8:28. 
* Gal. 4:4. 
* Cf. Hentrich-Von Moos, Petitiones de 
Assumptione corporea B. Virginis Mariae 
in caelum definienda ad S$. Sedem delatae, 
2 volumes (Vatican Polyglot Press, 1942). 

* Acts, 20:28. 

* The Bull Ineffabilis Deus, in the Acta 
Pii LX, Pars I, Vol. 1, p. 615. 

*Cf. The Vatican Council, Constitution 
Dei Filius, c. 4 . 

"CE. Jobm, 14:26. 

* Vatican Council, Constitution Pastor 
acternus, c. 4. 

* [bid., Dei Filius, c. 3. 

** The encyclical Mediator Dei (Acta 
Apostolicae Sedis, XXXIX, 541). 

uc tani CS ; 





™* Menaei totius anni. 

* Cf. Luke, 22:32. 

™* Liber Pontificalis. 

8 Ibid. 

© Responsa Nicolai Papae I ad consulta 
Bul garorum. 

**St. John Damascene, Encomium in 
dormitionem Dei Genetricis semperque Vir- 
ginis Mariae, Hom. I, 0. 14; cf. also ibid., 
n. 3. 

** St. Germanus of Constantinople, Is 
romans Dei Genetricis Dormitionem Sermo 
"3° The Exsomium in Dormitiosems Sanc- 
tissimae Dominae Nostrae Deiparae sem- 
perque Virginis Mariae, attributed to St. 
Modestus of Jerusalem, n. 14. 











Bishop's Statement on the Child 
Printed in Tabloid Form 

“The Child: Citizen of Two Worlds,” 
1950 Statement of the Bishops of the 
United States, was printed last month in 
illustrated tabloid form and is now avail- 
able from the N.C.W.C. Publications Of- 
fice. Distribution of 150,000 copies during 
tense interest in the Statement on the part 
of pastors, educators and the laity. It is 
priced at Sc singly; $2.00 for 100 copies; 
$8.00 for 500 copies; $14.00 for 1,000 
copies, plus postage. 
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Calendar of Scheduled Catholic Meetings and Events 


January, 1951 
3-4—-MARIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA—2nd national convention, Worcester, Mass. 


22-24—CATHOLIC COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTH—annual convention, Columbia, S. C. 
March, 1951 
5-7—-NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FAMILY LirE—19th annual meeting, St. Louis, Mo. 
27-30—NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION AssOcIATION—48th annual meeting, Cleveland, Ohio. 


June, 1951 
13-16—CATHOLIC THEATRE CONFERENCE—13th biennial convention, Chicago, Il. 
August, 1951 

20-24—NATIONAL LiTURGICAL WEEK—Dubuque, Iowa. 

September, 1951 
14-20—NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES AND THE ST. VINCENT DE PAuL SocieTY—annual meet- 

ing, Detroit, Mich. 
October, 1951 

20-23—-NATIONAL CATHOLIC RuRAL Lire CONFERENCE—annual meeting, Boston, Mass. 


November, 1951 
7-11—CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN DocrrinE—9th national congress, Chicago, Ill. 








The Parish and the Catholic Press—Continued from page 10 


3. How can the Catholic press be used to further the re- 
Christianization of the community? 
4. Flow con the pasish help the Calbolic press? 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


—launch subscription drives for their local newspaper 
and Catholic magazines. 

Finally, by giving strong support to the present 
Catholic press, parishes can show that a basis exists 
for its expansion to include daily and state-wide and 


regional newspapers, an expansion that is necessary if 
the Catholic press is to promote most effectively the 
return of men to Christ. 


QUESTIONS: 
1. Why is the secular press unable to meet the needs of 
? 


Catholics ? 
2. What are the functions of the Catholic press? 


Catholic Social Shag Rev. John F. Cronin, S.S., Ph.D., 
Bruce Publishing y, Milwaukee, 1950. 

A Free and Responsible Press, Commission on Freedom of 
the Press, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1947. 

Public Opinion, Walter Lippmann, The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, 1922. 

The State in Catholic Thought, Heintich A. Rommen, LL.D., 
B. Herder Book Company, St. Louis, 1945. 

Essays of a Catholic, ‘ Faith the Press’, Hilaire 
Belloc, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1931. 








CATHOLIC ACTION — Montuty Pusuication or tus NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE 


"We have grouped together, under the National Catb- 
olic Welfare Conference, the various agencies by which 
the cause of religion is furthered. Each of these, contin- 
uing its own special work in its chosen field, will now 
derive additional support through general cooperation.” 
—From the 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 

Archbishops and Bishops of the U. S. 


OFFICERS OF THE 
N.C.W.C. ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 


onoure the Youth Department; Most 


Rev. J Ritter, Archbishop of St. Louis, episcopal chair- 
man of Department of Catholic Action ; Most Rev. 
Patrick A. O’Boyle, Archbishop of Washington, episcopal chair- 


ot Walshe of Youngstown, het eso 
2 'y j i chair- 
man gtr Bm ary t; and Most Rev. Mi J. 
Ready, Bi um episcopal chairman of the Press 
Department. 


Ricut Rev. Mscr. Howarp J. Carroit, S.T.D. 
General Secretary 
Very Rev. Mscr. Paut F. TANNER 
Assistant General Secretary 


Very Rev. Mscr. Paut F. TANNER 
Editor 


Opinions expressed in articles published in this magazine are 
to be regarded as those of the respective contributors. They do 
not necessarily carry with t the formal approval of the Ad- 
ministrative Board, National Catholic Welfare Conference. 
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